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mond's corps; and I believe that on this ground, I shall not APPENDIX
find it difficult to contend that a reduction of 3000 men should . ^ .
be made for every 1000 men granted by us. In reducing the
army of Eaymond, I shall endeavour in the first instance to
disband the most obnoxious and dangerous officers with their
corps. I have reason to believe that I may be able to effect
this species of partial reduction of Eaymond's corps, without
entering upon any of the difficult points involved in the general
questions stated in the letter. In the meanwhile, however,
I shall direct the Eesident, at Poona and with Scindia, to
ascertain as speedily as possible the views and dispositions of
those powers with respect to the same points, and especially
with respect to any alteration of our connection with the Nizam,
to his eventual successor, and to the proposed defensive engage-
ments against Zernaun Shah.

In submitting the whole of this extensive subject to your con-
sideration, I have been obliged to leave many parts of it open
to doubt, for want of the information which may be expected
from the Eesidents with Scindia and at Poona; I believe,
however, that it will not be difficult for you to answer the ques-
tions which I have proposed, framing your answers, in such a
manner as may admit of any variation of opinion which the in-
formation from those courts may require.

The state of the military establishment of the Mahratta
powers did not properly come under Major Kirkpatrick's view,
and I propose to transmit to the Eesident at Poona and with
Scindia a copy of my questions to Major Kirkpatrick, with
such alterations as the several cases may require, in order to
obtain for you a full statement of the corps disciplined by Euro-
peans or Americans in the service of the Mahrattas. I am at
present able to give you no fuller information on this part of
the subject, than that Scindia employs aboub 20,000 Sepoys
disciplined by Europeans or Americans. The commander is
named Perron, a Frenchman, most of the officers are British
subjects. The discipline of this corps is said to be superior to
that of Eaymond's, but the disposition of its officers to be much
more favourable to the British than to the French interests,
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